MINUTES FOR THE BOARDS OF EXAMINERS FOR ALCOHOL, DRUG AND GAMBLING COUNSELORS

MEETING DATE:           Friday, November 1, 2024
MEETING TIME:            9:00 a.m.

MEETING LOCATION:  Online via Zoom
MEMBERS PRESENT: Denise Everett-Vice President; Rory Reid -Secretary/Treasurer, Milagros Severin-Ruiz-President, Jeff Clark-member, Erin Warrell-member
STAFF PRESENT: Agata Gawronski- Executive Director , Colleen Platt- Legal Counsel
MEMBERS OF PUBLIC: Jeanyne Ward; Wendy Roff, Alex Tenchek; Denise Quirk; Shania Wilfong; Terra Hamblin; Shante Shirey.
Item 1: Welcome, Call to Order.
Milagros Severin-Ruiz called the meeting to order 9:03 a.m. 
Item 2: Public comments.
Jeanine Ward with CASAT invited the board to join the public awareness campaign in Las Vegas, around the topic of problem gambling on December 3rd, 2024.

Item 3: Approval of Minutes from Board Meeting on September 13, 2024- For Possible Action.
Denise Everett made a motion to approve the minutes as drafted; Milagros seconded it. Motion carried.

Item 4: Wendy Roff, CADC-I-request to extend her internship past the allowed 5 years- For Possible Action.
Wendy was present in person at the Board’s office in Reno. When asked about her reason for not finishing her internship, she stated to the Board that she did not choose wisely when seeking supervision; she stated that she took a job in South Lake Tahoe and did not account for winter conditions, which resulted in her quitting and taking another intern job at the West Hills hospital. Unfortunately, her supervisor made her feel uncomfortable and another unforeseeable event was her mother being sick and eventually passing of cancer while she was caring for two teenage sons as a single mother. She is now working at NNAMHS and would like to start over with her internship with a new supervisor. Erin Warrell asked what her current role was, Wendy explained that it was a peer support role and that she was not practicing as a substance use disorder counselor; but she now has an opportunity to practice with an available on-site supervisor. Milagros asked about Wendy’s educational background, and she explained that she had bachelor’s degree in French and education and is close to completing minor in addiction through CASAT. Wendy requested 3 years to complete her internship hours, as she would need to complete a total of 4000 hrs.
Denise Everett made a motion to extend the internship by 3 years, Erin Warrell second it, motion carried .
Item 5; Michelle McEachin, CADC-I- request to extend her internship past the allowed 5 years- For Possible Action.

Michelle was not present; the item was tabled.
Item 6: Latai King, 0545-LCADC -Administrative Hearing Case Number 2024-07-06– For possible action.

Colleen Platt informed the board that the settlement agreement was reached late the night before the meeting; she then proceeded with the overview of the alleged facts; informing the board about the misconduct that occurred while Ms. King was treating one of her clients, who took his own life while receiving counseling from her. 
Ms. King’s license will be suspended for 6 months, she will need to pay the boards cost within 6 months and complete 24 hours of continuing education. This will be a permanent record.

Rory Reid a motion to approve the settlement agreement; Jeff Clark seconded, motion carried.

Item 7: Legislative update – BDR 301- Agata Gawronski- For discussion.
Agata Gawronski informed the board about her meeting with the Business and Industry administration and was informed that the consolidation is happening, and that no documentation was available to the public at this point containing details. Colleen Platt said that we should be able to see the language of the bill by mid-December, and that there was another consolidation bill coming out of the Health and Human Services Division.
Agata Gawronski asked the members if they would be interested in hiring a lobbyist. Erin asked if the Board could afford it, and Agata said it was possible, due to reserves we have. Denise Everrett asked if we could join other Boards in sharing the lobbyist. Members agreed on hiring the lobbyist.
Item 8: Public comments
There were no public comments.
Item 9: Adjournment
Board meeting adjourned at 10:05 am , next meeting was scheduled for January 17th, 2025.
